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IS ACTING AN ART?

OUIDA'S ATTACK UPON ITS CLAIM TO THE
T'TLE.

A REPLY TO HER CONTENTION THAT IT I8 NOT
WORTHY TO RANK WITH PAINTING,
ECULPTURE, POETRY OR MUSIC,

To the Editor of The Tribune.

8ir: I. 18 told of Mme. de la Rame that when
a mere child a certain positive, Intolerant expression
of hers, “oul-da!” (yes, there!) earncd for her the

|
|

pickname which later she adopted as a nom de |

plume. It would seem that this eharacteristic of
the girl has been preserved in the yoman, for Oulda
#& nothing If not overwhelmingly assertive.

She has a brilllant article In the May number of
“The Nineteenth Century” magazine on “Irving

on the Art of Acting' in which acting as an art |

fs found to be quite unworthy of a place beslde
painting, sculpture, poetry or musie, and for a
reason as curlous as unterable, when closely ex-
amined, but about which her eloquence has thrown
a drapery which glves It a specious resemblance to
truth itself. Some English papers accept the argu-
ment as final. 1 quote at necessary length:

The reason why acting has not been placed be-
slde muslc,” Beulpture, poetry amd painting ls eer-
tainly because it lacks, and must ever lack, spon-
taneity, and that quality which Is somewhat un-
satisfactorily calied orlginality. Without the text
of his part the actor were dimb. Glve to the com-

r some ruled sheets and a pencll, and he will
produce a “Meltersinger” or an “Oberon’™; glve
to the palnter a blank panel and a few ground
earths, he will create a “Mona Lisa” or a “Rape of
Europa’; give to the scuiptor a lump of wet clay
and an {ron rod, and he will make Aphrodite amile
and the Laocoon writhe: give to the poet pen, Ink
a paper, and he will, with no other cabalistic
slgns than those of the alphabel, give you a “Mid-
pummer Night's Dream’ or a “Wilhelm Melster.
The actor, on the contrary, prior to creation, must
have an already existing creatlon, a distinct sus-
gestion from some other mind hefore him. Ha
must have the already Invented and perfected work
of another In his hanids before he ecan himaelf pro-
duce and present anything. . . . . f Shakeapeare
had improviged Othello on the boards of the Globe,
the actor would have fulfilled the conditions re-
quired ake of acting a& spontaneous art.

o mé
R Fhe actor must, before acting, make him-
gelt ‘master of verse or prose which s the work
of another, in order to

raft his own creatlons on

the creatlons of that mﬁvr, but the fact does un-

ueatlonably take acting into another Calegory than
t of the arts,

As a matter of fact, it were well to notice that,
though eculptors have had mountalns of clay
through thelr fingers, the Laocoon has found few, If
any, rivals Iin the affections of connoisseurs; and,
also, that, though poets have had easy access to
pens and paper, we are sill langutshing for the
gecond “Midsummer Night's Dream’;: and if Im-
provisation Is to be a test of art, then we must
conclude that a “gag scenc” between two variety
men is higher art than the studled and finighed work
of & Jefferson or Irving. Hyt why should acting

be so trled and the other aris not? Conslder the

experimental models of the meulptor, the preliml-
the constant recast-

nary sketches of the palnter,

ing of the lnes of the versifier, the much playing
over and rehearsing of the inventing musiclan, It
{s absurd to make deep thought a disqualification
of art, Why may not part of the actor's work be
done at his “diggings." though the last process must
be In his studio, the set-seene of the theatre? This
s one Instance of a prevalent misunderstaniding re-
garding acting, the home work 1s seldom recog-

S AN UNJUST CRITERION.

And so it comes that Oulda judges and com-
pares, as al the world judgss and compares, quite
naturally, even Inevitably, but most unjustly, the
art of acting by the recollection of a few brilliant
examples ohscured by the everyday experlence of
medlocre presentations, while judging of all the other

elr most sublime expon-

arty by specimens from th

ents in all history and even prehistorie days
=ywould you learn what seulpture 18" cries the
enthusiast. “Come to Rome, London; behold these
marbles from the Parthenon, the work of Philias!
Would you revel in musie? Hush, lsten, listen to
that organ; Beethoven chants agaln. Would you
be stirred by poetry? Stretch forth vour hand 3,000
years; there is your Homer: 300 years, and here ia
our Bhakespeare—read. Would you realize the
blessing and delight that painting Is to the children
of earth? Follow to the rational gallerles, shake
hands with Raphael, Titlan, Velasquez, Turner:
enjoy their gathered lifeworks, the best of evefy
class and kin4 from Venice to Parls, from Madrid
to Antwerp; they are yours; enjoy, enjoy.”

But for our much-belittled art of acting, what
can we show? Nature is niggardly of her genlus.
How shall we compete at one time against all times?
The actor throws his few ringlng words Into the
alr, a flash of the eve In anger, or A twinkle in
fun; & sweep of the arm, a tear, & gasp of agony,
and his work has ceased to exist. The genius of
acting I8 ton delicate a spirit to be set in stone
brass or paper. But what If It were the nature
stone 1o crumble after once helng gazed upon
sculpture; of canvas to shrivel, and plgments
fade: of the poet's page to wither uncopled and
unprinted; of the music sheet of the composer 1o
float away In the alr with the last strain of the
anthem? No repetitions but by the composer, no
piancs In the home, no conceris, no orchestras, no
church choirs, ever proclaiming and Insisting that
m {s grand and beautiful—that music |s art,

Let those who would pronounce fairly and wisely
upon the right of acting to be called an art sum-
mon from all ages and from all countries Its finest
exemplars (as best they can); cast all these stage
Titans in thelr best parts; give them life for a
few centuries at least, and then would he revealed
an art before whom her sisters would stand
abashed, while the old gods grieved that they had
pot more honored her.

But to return to Oulda's central theory that act-
fng Is not & true art, because its creations are graft-
ed upon another art, that of playwriting. I know
not by what mysterious alchemy of sophistry she
could arrive at such a conclusfon. 1 am congtrained
to oppose to it an emphatic “non-da.”

“PERFECT" AND “IMPERFECT" ART.

1t were more logical, surely, to call playwriting
an imperfect art, because It requires another art
to complete It, than acting lmperfect, becauss |t
bullds upon another. That which arrives at per-
fection is more exactly called perfect than that
which merely starts for It. If an art dependent
upon another |s no irue art, then, of course, the
art of a Paderewskl or an Ysaye |& no art. Their
notes and the duratlon of each are fixed for them, and
the music staff s decorated with a fringe of Instrue-
tions regarding crescendos, al.egros, planos and
fortissimos, That of the orchestral composer who
amplifies the simple melody is no true art, though
he brings the greatest genius and a lifelong study
to the task. Bui the clearest case of a reduction to
an absurdity of this proposition is that of the
musle to an opera. I here turn agalnst the art of
musie, In Ita grandest products, the whole torrent
of eloquence undammed at acting (which T have
quoted), and rule the masterpicces of Moxart,
Gounod, Wagner, out of court as true arl, because
they are “the distinct suggestion of some other
mind"; because the composer “had the already in-
wvented and perfected work of another In his hand”
before he could begin composition. His work is
undenlably a superstructure upon that of the li-
brettist, whether Goethe or Gilbert malters nothing,
and it is therefore no true art, according to Oulda,
or we are confronted with the startling paradox
that the actor, Inspired and instructed by the li-
bretto, cannot for that reason be a true artist,
while the composer, inspifed and instructed by the
melf-same words, characters, Incldents and sltua-

. tions, nevertheless |s!

! Turning now to Oulda’s own illustration of the
spontaneity and originality of sculpture, the Laob-
oon, we find this, too, is a “creation grafted upon
& creatlion” of another art, viz, eple poetry. The
Trojan priest, his two sons, the two serpents, the
struggle, In fact the whole story, Virgll himself has
1aid white-heated from the furnace on the sculptor's
anviL Therefore this treasure of centuries Is not
the offspring of true art! There Is not an Image
in stone from the debris of Pompeil, nor a ploturs,
nor a poem, nor a play, that was ever made, painted
or penned, of which the same might not be sald
Bhakespeare himself must plead gullty to many “‘a
distinct suggestion—many a ‘creation grafted
upon & creation.' e -

8o long as acting misses that qualily of perma-
nence and power of repetition and Ins!stence en-
jJoyed by the other arts (which must be il the
kinetoscope and phonograph are wedded and per-
fected), so long will her claims continue to be dis-
eounted and minimised. A certain quantity of the
best ia easentlal to give prestige to all.

A COMPANION OF BISTER ARTS.

To place the sister-arts at a par of disadvantage
he player's, we must suppose no music but
living. composers, no sculpture but that of to-
lay, no paintings but those fresh from the easel,
poetry that the author might not recite in per-
‘What Impression would then obtaln regardink
T Not the present fully rounded and well-se-
one, by any means, but a faint and weak
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finite scope and possibilitles of each would still be.
whether men were wise enough to know of them
or not; musi¢ would #till be heaven-sent, though
but one mortal had heard it. and sculpture =still
noble sculpture, though Athens had been buried.

It Is amusing to watch Ouida leaping from simile
to simlle in her headlong and desperate chase of
this will-o'-the-wisp of an argument that shall
forever nall and clinch these vainglorious ecreations
of the footlightz as but third-rate affairs. 1t s
necdless to say she never quite catches it. Indeed,
at times she I8 diverted from her path by a glim-
mer of the truth, when we have such admissions
as these: “To ng that acting |8 not a true art is
not to say that the actor may not be a true genius,
Sarah Bernhardt is & woman of true and dazzling
genius” Irving and Talma are voted “great and
undoubted genluses.” Agaln, “the dramatle author
f= frequently utterly the Inferfor of the actor.”

. . “The great actor l& frequently the Pygmalion
who breathes the breath of life into a statue of
clay,” and toward the end we read, referring to
maodern llllﬂ'!. *it is entirely the talent of the actor
which clothes with flesh the dry bones of thess
sgkeletons: and It is no slight talent which can
persuade the public that these poor bones do move
and breathe, and in any measure resemble them-
selves."

1 am thankful it |8 no duty of mine to reconclle
these remarks with others have quoted, How
true genius ean find satisfaction and delight in the

| service of an untrue art Oulda may know, but sha

does not tell; but rather laments the lack of spon-
tanelty and orlginality In acting upon such evidence
as this: “That the actor never does break through
the limitations of language learned by rote shows
that he can never be completely carried out of him-
self, 48 the writer, the palnter, the seulptor and
1[{\0 composer constantly are in their hours of crea-
on.

A MISCONCEPTION OR A QUIBBLE.

What an entire wmisconception |8 this of the
exigencles and condltlons of playing; or is It merely
a monstrous quibbie? Now does the sculptor, I
must ask, In "his hour of creatlon' forget that the
plastic clay s beneath his hand and before his
eves? Is the palnter obivious of the brush in his

fingers and the canvas in front of him? Does the
poet or composer 8o forget himself that he Is un-
consclous of what he |s trying to accomplish? The
actor In not belng “carrled out of himself” bevond
all melf-control is only retalning that necessary
supervision of the task Iin hand as do hils rivals In
the kindred arts.

The scuptor who should be =0 “carried out of
himself” ag to hurl down his own gladiator; the
palnter of a bacchanadlan revel who should be so
yt‘!!vhed of the apirit of the scine as to kick over
is own easel, and the poet who In hiz fine frenzy
enould tear ug his own manuscript, wou.d not im-
prove their chances of fame. Yet the actor who
doss not do the precise equivalent of this in his
performance |8 branded deficlent in art feeling!

1 venture to say that the actor comes nearer to
this state than any other kind of artizt; he |8 con-
stantly, In strong situations, on the very brink of
this l|lllhf"r. the soll erumbling from hls feet; and If
he f--.‘l e would have the best excuse: for he s
himself the 1lmln.uhu.- clay, the aquivering canvas,
the word and the song. By a kind of doub.e con-
kclousness only acquired by eapirience, he procecis
to merge the objectlve n the subjective) mentaily
and physically sculptures himself to the form re-
quired, fuses his own personclity in that of the
character played, and forgets he |ls Booth that he
may remember he 8 Hamlet. The supreme re-
ward of the others |8 denled him, however, for he
can never survey his awn work, L. e, sg*e himself.
His very tools and materials are Intangible and In-
visib.e—to him. He must paint blindfolded, usin
on.y the mind's eye, he carvesdn the ciay of imagls
nation—-and can only learn of others If his work be
well done.

Members of the dramatie calllng may never hope
to be rightly appreclated by the publle. They will
continue to be pralged for what does not belong (o
them, and prajse wil. be denled them where honestly
enrned, Thelrs is pecuilarly an art of concealing
the art—which the anclents thought the highest—
and perhaps the blunders of critles are thelr truest
compliments. To look at zood acting = Hke look-
Ing at good skating; nothing serms easier, and ail
want to try. It is only when the beginner puta on
the skates himself and flounders help.essly that
even skill Is suspected on lce or stage. Uniuckily
the new skaters pull others down with them, and
the charm and {llusion of *he scene are destroyed
Henee, some wiseasres have discovered that the
hero's courage (on the stage, not the jce) Is not
real courage; and the villala's terror nat real either,
In spite of his shrinkings: and the arriva. of the
mountain soubrette with her tirely rifle shot s not
u matter of In=pired bloodhoundism, butl mere punc-
tuality and atiention :o cues, and that her motive
was ot a burning secret love, but §25 a week! 5o
they conclude that there i= no art here hecause
they have penetrated a little of stage artifice
There 15 room fir art in every play: If it be abused
and banished It |2 not art's fault. However, I am
discussing the best rather than the poorest; let
melodrama thrive with all its fanlie If needs bej 1t
is the Sa.vation Army of the stage!

ARE NEW DEFINITIONS NEEDED?

1f the Intricate operations of mind alone, the
memorizing, constrilng, amplifylng, adapting, har-
monizing, creating and expressing of himself or
herself through the medlum of a new character,
which an actor or aciress commands do not con-
stitute art, and true art, then we nesd some new
definitions,

A further explanation of why this art has been
frequently dismissed from the proud company of
her Mnlr.‘ I’ that the degres of true art feeling re-
quired 8f 11N voturies varies so much in different
cases, beautiful effects belng sometimes procured
with comparatively little asslstance from them,
while exquisite art is often frittered away upon a
poor play. Hut this is only painting on blotting
paper, or chiselling in mud

-
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LUDWIG BAUMANN & COMPANY,

BLOCK 35TH TO 36TH ST. AND 8TH AVE. ¥

OPEN SATURDAY EVENING
UNTIL 10 O'CLOCK.
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Platters— "
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S-inch. . . . B¢ doz.
Binch, . . . 88 doz.
Teinch, . . . 8. doz. e
Soup Tureent 46c, each. Ili.:mh. oy ggc. ::.r::
Covered Vegetable 10-inch. . . . 12¢, each
_[)l‘hf‘- .o e each. 12-inch. . . . 2c. each
Festooned Plates— 4-inch. . . . 30c each | Toilet Sets—
Sanch. . .. 38, doz, 10-inch. . . . 48c. each 10 pes. $1.59
Guinch. . . . #e doz, Covered Butter Dishes, ﬂp e 4
T-inch, . . . B2, dou. each 12 pes,, with Jar, $2.59
Rainch, . .. 00:. doz, Bowls, . . . . .55 doz. Tea Set, 56 pes. . . §1.89
Fczlnrmrd Soup PMates— Tea Cups and Saucers, Double Egg Cups. . 50c.
Bra-m;_‘h. ... B¢, doz. ;. doz. doz.
Ty Saucers— vaucer
doinch. . . . e doz. Coffee Cups and “fu:ﬁ;:f Sauce Boats. . . Wc. each
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130 pes. . . .. . $498
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VERY handsome and
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heavy Bed, with adjust-
able casters, brass ros-

ettes at head, 3. 8 3

foot and end.

Lawn Setteen,
| Rockers and other
| Sommer Goods, all
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Magnificent stock
of Pnintings, Pas-
tels, Black& White,

&e. Portieres, Lace

‘ Curtains, Draper- HANDSOME pat-

les, Odd Pretty tern Antique Oak

Things, and every Settee, length 48in.,
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| packed and sent everywhere.

slite. 1
country, Great van-
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| SR lace parasols.  They
Out-of-town buyers given a car fare free. Country begin
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Freight paid,

Send for Catalogue.

2.49

_Carpets, Rugs, Art Squares, Mattings, Linoleum,
0il Cloth, largest stock, lowest prices.

Another and more potent reason {a that a grossly |

exnggerated (dea prevalls of the amount of the
spontaneity, or orginality, or art—whatever we
may call {t—that enfers into the making of a
jcture or a figure of stone, It is Invariahly overs
ooked that a whole solence of painting and draw-
ing exists which I8 first to be acquired; lInws of per.
spective are demonstrated like problems o Buclid;
symmetry, masaing, high lights, and deep darks

explained by principle and rule, and the very com- |

position of colors from the primaries af the rain-
wow (o the most complicated shades flustrate]
with o mathematical nleety that would have de.
Hghted Newtan.

These grindings of the schools are a stock In
trade, a tool-chest, a camera which, unajded by
ANy creative power, turng out many a piciure.
anything, it I the art of copylng: 9 per cont scl-
ence. Moreover, there I8 not a great pleture ex-
tent In the making of which models were not used,
or actual scenes from nature worked (n.  Mers
transferrence is not art, as Oulda would allow, and
that addition which gives a picture [t8 greatness,
{ts artistic value, is a surprisingly small part, how-
ever priccleas. A very small spark makes a big
blaze sometimes—even of wood.

A last word of the Laocoon, There were doubllrss
thousands of other moulds in which the main feul-
ures of this tragedy might have been cast. How
came the great unknown to concelve this particular
one? It seems as though he must have passed in
review series and series of changing posltions with
the changing reiations of the elements of the group;
the confileting emotions of fear, anger, parental and
fiial love, doubts, horrors, hopes, struggles, mentnl
und Eh)'sll-nl. as the merpents galned upon the
wretched famlily doomed by the gods, selzed them,
entangled them, and struck In the fung. A multl-
pilelty of ldeas to be expressed In one flxed shape!
All this, and very much maore, he had to hold sus-
pended In imuagination, as It wers, tll he could
grasp that magical Instant—as Ruskin sayve-which
best told most, and with his enchanter's wand
strike the living, writhing Image Into Imperishable

form.
THE CORRECT TEST,

This gift of focussing into the mind the essan.
tiale of a subject, the intuitive combining of means
to a beautiful end, appears to me the correct test af
art, for this power Is the measure of excellence
in all arts—even the poor player's. The actor may
be told In a general way what to do, and have his
woards supplled: bt the finishing, the master-stroke,
which makes or mars the whole, the exact how
and the exact when, the Laocoon Instinct within
him can alons direct, K

Whether the art of acting should take rank and
place beside thoss called “fAoe” Is a matter of
secondary importance, after all. The practical fact
{s that It can never be quite divorced from author-
ship, though It may add no word, Its Just due wera
more My a subject for fraternal discusslon among
ity own disciples, and within [ts own temples,
where it stands & chance of belng understood, lLet
them thank Ouida, who makes this so clear, and
who reminds them of the obvious fact that it Is
dependent upon playwrighting-—-not for its art, which
Is its own, but for the algnal to exercise |t—and,
sharing In the common giory, join hands with the
dramatists in presenting to the publie as thelrs only
that grander, all-comprehending art of the stage!
©f thin they may always be proud and always
pure, for the world is stage-struck, as It ever wis.
Had there been no other arts, the theatre would
have given birth to them; and, perhaps, could we
turn some mighty telescope upon the far-away of
the ages, It might he discoversd that she was the
mother af them, though as yel men have only found
her children’s toye. RICHARD GANTHONY.

New-York, June 25, 1885

rarreiee
THE TRIRUNE'S RECORD,

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: I want to thank you for the editorial to-
day on “The Tribune's Record” As an old-time—
It not venerable—reader of The Tribune, | appre-
clate the splendor and success of Its hlatory while
Horace Greeley was its editor and since his suc-
cessor has had it in charge. it Is but fair that
every reader of your paper should know that the
reason “The Albany Journal” attacks The Tribune
in its feeble way I8 because "“The Journal” Is now
in the hands—the ownership, In fact—of Thomas C.
Platt. 1. have this on the authority of partles in

Albany who know It s true, and Mr. Platt does
not deny it, T am told, The success of The Tribune
is abundant proof that it has been wisely conducted,
The {li-success of its Albany assailant tells whether
the latter's course has commended it to the people
or to the Repubilcan rty. 1 rejolee ns an ol
HStalwart that The Tribune k& so courageous, 8o
stalwart, and so true to its party that it dare eall
to mecount thore who think more of personal power
than of party success. This fall's election will show
whether the prople are with The Tribune or with
ita_detractors. AN OLD WHIG,
Brooklyn, June 14, 1895,

iy
SCHOOLHOUSES NEEDED AT ONCE.

To the Editor of The Tribune.

fir: 1 have read your editorial in The Tribune of
Friday's {awue upon teachers' malaries in Brooklyn.
1 have read also nearly everything you have printed
about the public schools of New-York, I have read
also articles on the same subject In other New-
York papers. The cry seema all the same, for more
schoolhousss, for large schoolhouses. Bchoolhouses
with plenty of light and n park all about them. All
this Is urged especially in the crowded quarter, where
the poor peaple live. Thess localities ure all closely
bullt up now. How, in Heaven's name. can & school.

houss, large and fine. with a prrk ail abaut i, he
bulle in such a quarter? Fifty thousand allidren of
school age nol In school, because there I8 not Fo

for them! 1 would asik what s the matter with
houses already there—dwelling-houses, Ans ¥

that could be rented, or Fo that

from thirty to ffty children® o Mre of
young women, abundantly qualified, to

ralnry would he welootne, even If not A
the time the fine schoolhouses are built the &%,

« tren will be besoni schobl ag "
have pansed They will have gr

rance, perhaps in vi
not he settled in a
A right to give hiegh
cost of the taxpayer, Hut + Is o gquestion in
the mind of an to whethe e t child
has not n tn n cotmon-achool education
And there Ig t A tAXPAYLr 80 rnr'mh.u to grumble
R « pub noniEy 8 weed for this purpose

ERRE N, Paer MARY H SEMPLE,

New-York, July 2, 185,

—_———
HILL SEEKING VOTES FOR 1897,
I8 LETTER-WRITING ABOUT ON A PAR WITH HIS
DUTCHESS COUNTY METHODE

To the Editar of The Tribune.

RBir: 1 am not a tempernnes erani, but the fol-
lowing extract from Senutor Hill's letter of July 11
is interesting when you read betwesn the lines:

An executive who Approved and the Jeginiature
which enacied thin year a law requiring teachers
in our achools o = welally Instruct children on the
alleged Injurious r!}m"_ﬂ of all alcoholle drinkas, and
did s0 In the face of the protest af an intelllgent
and broand-minded educational sentiment of the
Brate In order to gratify the whims of a few mils-
ulded temperance cranks, whone votes they denired

ereafler to me cannut be relied upon to enact
a more liberal Excipe law, and it s folly to expect
it, We ahall probably next have u law reqguiring
special Ingtruction s to the hind reaulls of the use
of corsets and bleycles and the playing of foothall

1t ts evident that HIl s abroad looking for votes
to re-clect him Henator in January, 187, It |Is
evident alsn that he doesn’t care what becomes of
the country noi its lawa w0 that he gets those
voten, He will get them hf‘ writing letters ap-
pealing to the unthinking, lke the one of which
the above is an extract, or in the Dhutehess County
way--it {8 tmmaterial to kim, and 1 am willing to
admit there is not much cholive.

Why should HIll's utterances recelve such rmml-
nence In the Democratic papers? A man guilty of
such methods ax his umlu,-i have been “‘fired” out

the Republican party long ago. .
e York, dJuly L& 1565, D, M. JOHNSON.
—
WHERE ARE THE GREAT THEOLOGIANS?
A CRITIC WHO THINKS NEW-YORK HAS NOBODY
DESERVING OF THE NAME,

Ta the Editor of The Tribune.

Slr: In thers anybady In the pulpit of New-York
who can speak authoritatively at first hand on the-
ology? Furtunately, the questions of religlon, as
distinguished from theology, can be wsked and
answered by the roverend clergy, for we all know
that sermons can be found in a stone or in a fog.

sMr, Halfour In his “Foundations” discusscs the
qualifications required In one who 15 capable of
profitably writing on matters pertaining to theology,
that Is, profitably to the reader. He mays;

Tao the patristic, dogmatie and controveralal learn-
ing which has ulways been required, the theologlan
of to-day must add at first hand knowledge of the
complex historlcal, antiquariin and eritical protilems

resented by the 0Ll and New Testaments, and of
he vast and dally increasing Nterature which has
grown up around them. He must have a suifclent
acqualntance with the comparative history of relig-
lons: and in addition to wl this, he must be com-
potent to deal with those sclentific and philosophical
questions which have a more profound and perma-
nent bearing on theology even than the results of
erittenl and  higtorical scholurship,  Whether any
single Individual |s ru|1r competent alther to acquire
or successfully to manipulate so formidable an ap-
paratus of Jearning I do not know,

All this learning, you percelve, must be at first
hand and not taken frown the mall bags of the
Southampton eteamerd on thair arrival in New-York,
Our thealogleal seminaries only reach a polnt where
thelr graduates can begin to qualify themselves for
entrance upon a genulpe and practical course® of
study in theology. Max Milier says, "It takes ten
years for a properly prepared student to acquire
such a knowleage of Bansorit and other Orfental

janguages as will enable him at first hand to eatl-
mate at thelr true valus the results of research con-
stantly golng on in the one Aeld of the eritleal ex-
amination of Biblieal manumeripts.’

Now, when we look at the qualifications required
for the discussion of thealoglcal subjects and
look at the rough and rnd{. pulpitears of our me-
tropolis, we must own liful the reverend local clergy
are no nore Nt for talking about theoloky than are

" h i han
sducation at the

re

& bevy of maldens flouncing their first long gowns
down Fifth-ave.

What are we going to do aboul this sad state of
affalrs? As a solution, sy we drop from the
pulpit all matters relating to theology and satisfy
our souls with the eumwatl\rozl{ ritment
:unm. alé in possible for a 0:- o be &

and to ut it s hot pos-

his
sible m Nn-ra':{ef. n#::l’.r.am or layman, to

acquire in this town a knowledge which shall beft
him to speak of theological things.

t thin hook, “Foundations,*
" o fall to s - most ohtuse of us, 1 think
The writer In submerged In praciical polities, Is the
First Lord of the Treasury and leader of the Houne
of Commons The political leaders of England—
i adstone, Hryce, Salinbury, Morley, Bafour, ete.—
peem in colture and breadth of understanding to he
as far and away ahead of our raw political leaders
As the German theologinns are ahend of our rough
and ready metropolitan pulpiteers

FREDERIC DENSMORE.

New-York, June 3, 183

-

THE QUESTION OF LARGE SCHOOLHOUSES,

J. AUVGUSTUAR JOUNSON TELLS WIY ME FAVORS
THORE SEATING J.0m OR 6,000 CHILDREN,

Ta the Elltor of The Tribuns,

Sir: Tha public Is much indebled for your valu-
abla serfem of (lluxtrated articles on the publio
schools of New-York.

The biright light of publicity which you have
thus turned upon the defective bulldings and their
demoralizing surrounding®s should greatly ald the
movement for school reform. 1 very much hope
that you will open your columns to & general din-
cusajon of such an Important subject, which
touchen allke the home life and civie pride of every
cltigen,

In your editoria! paragraph on the subject of
publie schools In the jssus of the Gth Inst. you
approve the recommendation of Clty Buperin-
tendent Jasper that no schools shoull contaln over
2000 children under the care of one principal. Wil
you kindly permit me to state my views on that
subject?

IN THE CONGESTED DISTRICTS.

While It may be correct under ordinary clreums-
stances, It will not, I think, holl good In the con-
peated districts on the Fast Slile Aeveral school
bulldings now contaln frem 2,600 te 3000 children,
ard stlll the accommodations are (nadequate, as
appeara from the fact that there*are over 50
unschooled children in the streets, On the Fast
Hide thers are now sevaral overcrowdled schoals
within three blocks of each other. They are sltu-
ated generally In the centre of a block, surrounded
by towering tenement-houss bulldings on elther
sida and In the Immeodiate rear, by lguor-saloons,
nna In kome cases by nulsances, such na ple bak-
erles, stables, sausage factorles, ete., whose mal-
odorous emanations add to their unsanitary condl-
tlons, Unless there ara Insuperable objections,
which have not vet been Indleated, It woulid be
preferable to consolldate several schools In one
bullding upon an entire bloclk, In a central location,
fronting on four streets, with an Interlor court for
playgrounds, light and ventilation, which should ae-
commodate five thousand or six thousand children,
With a central corrldor extending around each
floor, and classrooms on either side, there would
be an opportunity to introduce all modern Improve-
ments in architecture, sanitation and classroom are
rangement and furnishing, which would constitute
a vast improvement and fornish an object lesslon
both a8 to beau'y and convenjence that would
place New-York, where (L should stand, in the
front rank in Its provislon for (ta school popula-
tlon. The advantages of such protectlon from
nilsances and contagion-breeding tenement-houses
are too obvious to need further statement, It re-
mains to conslder possible objectlons. Thera can
e no gueation as to accessibllity in such crowded
distriots.  To avold confusion thers might be a
scparate entrance upon each of the four streets,
To meet the objection of the Superintendent, the
6,000 children thus accommodated might be divided
Into three or four separate schools, euch occupying
an entire front, and under the control of a vice-
principal, who should report to a chlef having su-
pervision of the four schools.

PRECEDENTS FOR LARGE BODIES,

In the matter of organization we find In the
Army and Navy precedents for placing a com-
paratively small body of men under a captain or
colonel, and a unlon of regiments or ships under a
brigadler or commaodore; and small elties and large
municlpalities are allke governed by a mayor and
counell, Why, then, should a school be Hmited to
2,000 children? ‘There would certainly be groater
advantages In the matter of classification and in
the grading of scholars In a large establishment,

While this feature of consolidating schools In one
pbullding may be applicable at this time only to
the most congested districts, other districta In all
probability will continue to become more and more
densely populated In much sort that similar con-
solidation may thers be found denirable. The fact
that there are now thres department schools in

several bulldings, and as many as 3,000 or 3,600 chil-
ren In one bullding, the strain and pressure upon
cach child and each teacher would net be meas-
urabily Increased, If 5,000 or 6,000 children weérea ac-
commodated under the same roof. Then, too, it
might be less difficult to obtain appropriations for
asphait pavement on the four streets fronting upon
sunh consolidnted schools
It might be sall that, with such a large school,
there would be danger from contagion: but such
dnnger already exists and the same means to pre-
vent the spread of epldemie distase wouid be clear-
ly efMeacions In lurges schools, as in ever: instance
a chid suspected of discase v imu tely sent
home and excluded untll recovery. separate
schools in such a building might be isc-
lated Al anv moment in response to t touch of
doors
1 comi-

readily
he

the principal upon an electrlc button moving
utting

upon grooves Into place, and off a.
munication This, 1 ¢lalm, w
tection than the schools now enjoy
Joining tenrment-houses, from whose apen
conlaglon may readily pass into the schoolroom,

BETTER LIGHT AND AlR.

The lanil necessary for such a consalldated
atructure may be acquired with the same factlity
that sttes for half a dozen different schools in the
same vicinity are now obtained, by condemnuation
or purchase.  And In cases where the population in
any school distriet does not seem a&t the moment to
require a school bullding covering an vntire block,
wuch lands s are deemed requisite might b Ace
qulred on two sldes of u corner with & view L0 ex-
tenslon, #o as to include and cover the four fronts
of mich block when more room |8 required,

Danger of fire would be less where the entire
black Is occupled by a school than where the
school in the centre of a block Is surrounded by
tenements

The school

roblems of New-York have been
aolved In no other ecity, and, in the absence of any
precedent, 1t is desirable that the discussion should
continue and become general, =0 that su westions
may come from all quarters until the s ool au-
tharitles shall decide upon the best plan, For ex-
mpie, more than elghty per cent o its population
ix foreign-torn or the chiliren of the forel n=bhorn,
In one school it ia sald that twenty-nite different
natlonalities are representedl and as muny lan-
unges spoken by the puplls.  Some schools are
requented only by Hebrews.
Lot us have at least one' singie structure, in the
torm of n hollow square, w|th a central corridor
running all round the butlding and classrooms on
the street and on the inner court 1 won.d be will-
ing 1o hiave the Honrd of Education in further anl
notify architects of the highest standing to submit
plans for the most desira je bullding for ths pur-
poses Indicated, and to affer prizes therefor, In
order to stimulate the best talent In that direction
The only objectlon that occurs to me azanst the
roposed plan of consolldation upon a single block
% the possible migration of the v{~'°f"m"’“ 1o other
dlstriets, as in the case of the hird Ward, wonere
there I8 now not a single school; but the probability
of further migration ¢ very remote.
In discussing this subject recently with Commis-
sloner Harrls of the Natlonal Rureaun of Educa-
tion, nt Waspington, I found that he was decidedly
In favor of larger schools, among the advantages of

which would be: 5

1. They wotal present the ldeal conditions for
the proper « & Ification of pupllz with the “short
interval syston'’ of classifioation; the Interval be-
tween classes need not be greater in any case than
thres or four weeks. Practically the whole fleld
of education would be cultivated at the same time
and any pupll could ba put in precisely that part of
it for which he is prepared, a system which pre-
val's In a number of cltles,

2 The opportumities for the “spaciallzation of
achoals,” when advisable, would be extraordinary.
Manual training In {ts varlouns phases, temporary
clagses for forelgners, anmd the specialization af
cortuln branches, as gymnasties, drawing, musie,
ate., would be permissible under exceptionally fav-
orable elrcumstances,

1. Controlling the surroundings of schools, glving
& higher character (o the neighborhood ‘han ls
assible when the school Is lost in the nelghboring
Kul:dlnn. and better paving for the adjacent
Areots,

The clty I8 to be can:rutulhteﬂ upon the Infusion
of new blood into the Board of Commissloners of
Publie Schools, and upon the plans for reform
which It 18 to be hoped will be put into Immediite
executlon, J. AUGUSTUS JOHNSON.

New-York, July 9, 1895,

—_—
COLLEGE ATHLETICS AND GENTLEMEN.,

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: The writer was much Interested In reading
sour editorial In to-day’s {ssue In reference to the
defeat of the Cornell crew at Henloy yesterday, but
eapecially Interested in the defence of the action of
the Cornell men In taking the race from the Le-
ander Club without an actual contest.

The arguments used were perfestly sound, and, on
sporting grounds, the Cornell crew was entirely
justified, But even a casual reader of the editorial
will feel a certaln undercurrent of thought, which
the emphatie insistence of the argument only serves
to Increass, and that ia that it would have been &
very manly thing, and « thing which could have
brought nothing but the most sincers applause

from the best kind of people, had the Cornell men
o row that race over with the Leander
ub actually contesting It.

The umpire might have refused to allow thls, but

ess of Cornell would be on record, and
her position on both sides of the ocean be very
much above what it Is to-day. The very faect
emphas.zed, that she was not callsd upon to do
would have added the significance to her offer.

The Tribune will surely agree that it is especially
necessary for American coilege men seeking ath-
letic honors Abroad to let the considerate gentles
man stick clearly cut through the sporting man
feverishly anx.ous for glory. A hundred victories
will not make up for a compromise of magnanimity
when the occasion calls for lt, It 1s unfortunats
that Cornell has let the opportunity slip, and we
cannot but fesl that her defeat ls Intensified by
the actlon. It is to be hoped the mistake will not
be made by future visitors. College men are only
superficlally sporting men; they have the character
of educated gentiemen to support. It is this whi
makes intercollegiate athletics Interesting,
showing what m.nd and charac'er and training can
accomplish in that territory, it is expected and de-
manded that sporting rivalry be everywhere and al-
ways subservisnt to the principles which govern
thorough gentlemen In dealing with each other In
any of the relations of life E G
Orange, N. J., July 1, 186

—_—

THE ELM-ST. OPENING.

AN ADVOCATE OF A GREAT SQUARE TO BB
OPENED NORTH OF THE CITY HALL

To the Editor of The Tribune,

#ir: A word In eonnectlon with the Eim-st. open-
ing. That 1s but & half measure; the city's needs
in that general quarter are much greater. When
the space now occupled by the Postoffice and Mall-
st. was transferred to the Natlonal Government, 8
crime was committed against the clty—a blunder of
largest proportions, In time the municipality should
reacquire this land and hold It forever as an open
plaza, and this should Le done whenever apportunity

offers.
Biut now, when a great thoroughfare Is about to

be opened hetween Broadway on the west and the
Bowery on the east, Is the lime to croate afe
other such necded space or pluga, which In turm
woull mass with the (lty Hall Park on the norths
east, as the other would on the south, and give
that liberal, stately alr to the reglons thereaboutd
which is so needful at the centre of a great elty.
And centre this certainly will be, and will remaln
when the municlpality  includes the neighboring

Long lsland shore,

I would sukgest that the territory bound
Park Row, Centre and Duane sts. be a wropriated
by the eity for a great paved opening. e portion
within Diane, Centre and Chambers sta. s mainly
pavemen: now when you (nelude those streets; i8
slmply cumbersd by threo small triangles of o
buildings. The par: within the lines of Park Row,
Centre and Chambers ste. has the “Zeltung build-
Ing on It, and for that reason would occaslon cons

glderable outlay

For a moment though, think of what this im-
provement would mean All around this ir‘llnfl'
would spring up great newspaper and office bulld-
ings, and facing on it would assuredly be the spot
for the pew ity Hall. All the reglons round about
it would so appreciate in value as quickly to reim-
burse the eity for the outlay, and the new street,
whether Elm or Centre, leading north from 1°l'
would be mueh more of @ success in consequence
it, In fact, both of those streets would be greatly

benefited

Centre-st, would pass out of this plaza in a mﬂl"
natura; way than E'm: bealdes, l1s further removal
from Broadway would modify and enhance the
value of more property than would the latter. If Elm-
ot hawever, 18 to be the chatee, It should sertalnly
ba extended through to Chambers, and the land 1y~
ing between it and Centre-st. added to the

ths willln

1 propose. No such grel; a:.—:;-t nh;.\ul'-‘l g:tru'\w
againat a cross one, and lack outloo
Respectfully, . H. VAN BENSCHOTEN.

Weogt Park, N. Y., July 6, 159,
’ —_———
THE PLAINT OF THE WATER DRINKER.

To the Editor of The Tribune,
Sir: Is there no way to keep selfish

committing sulcide by drowning in our
water? ]
New-York. July 12, 1585

—
LORD ROSEBREY'S AMERICAN INTERESTS.
New-York Lotter In Loulsville cnurln-.lwrul-
It 18 a fact known to quite a number that Lend
the resigned, has numerous ln:l'g
in this country, uwlmﬁn‘ a cotton mill
BOHI?. Th? nuglem:n Is n‘.'-?ﬁ'ﬁ"ﬂﬁ ‘:o.o:‘ﬁlmﬂl“
& fNylng trip over here
ber, wﬁh lp\r'ew to ll{l!llttll T‘:e nc:lw mn:tm
are progressing, and also for h’:d poat &

ing numerous pelly annoyances
former Premier is credited with

ot of late fortune would a to
ahe had spolled him enough. MW“-

-;:'t_hu-ln-lur is a Rothsch the two have -

from friendly, and Rose L]

penses have not been met out of the

milllons, The ex-Premier's wife's fortune af

up very effectively. HIls gmuﬂ lﬂ“h'

recelve proper attention, and a ontml “‘g‘”
now.

many obligations to mum.ﬁum

:2:,‘.' o make an investigation of Affalrs ol

people from

dr‘.uﬁ“

Rosebery,

" to be promll‘lnfa turn
verse, Roscbery ls uld‘ get
time he a letter from A

ed by
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